
WHEN school ends in June, the 
work begins. The first phase of 

the district’s facilities improvement 
plan is slated to start this summer with 
work at all three schools:  

School No. 1  
• Bathroom renovations   
School No. 2 
• Roof replacement 
• Art room renovation 
• Bathroom renovations 
• Stairway renovations  
School No. 3 
• Roof replacement 
 
The district’s facilities improvement 

plan addresses infrastructure needs and 
adds instructional space to alleviate a  

space shortage, prepare for an influx 
of more students, and improve 
education. The renovations and 
construction will be performed in 
stages over the next four years. 

Future work will include eight 
additional classrooms at School No. 
2. At School No. 3, three new 
classrooms will be constructed in 
addition to an auxillary cafeteria that 
can also serve as a music area. At 
School No. 1, a new multipurpose 
room will be added, allowing interior 
renovations that will result in more 
cafeteria space and two additional 
classrooms. 

A demographic survey shows that 
by 2030, the district will have the 
equivalent of nearly five more 
classrooms of students than it had in 
2025.

Little Falls School District is one of 
the best school systems in the county, 
according to Niche.com, a website that 
compiles data to determine the nation’s 
best places to live, work, and learn. In 
the recently released 2026 rankings, 
Little Falls earned an overall A- rating.  

The rankings are based on test score 
data, academics, diversity, teachers, 
clubs & activities, administration, food, 
and resources & facilities. 

Please follow us 
on Instagram:

DON�T FORGET 
to turn on your noti�cations!
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Kaylee Rivas builds her nest

Kindergarteners at School No. 2 recently studied birds 
and their habitats, learning how birds build nests in 
different environments and how the shape of a bird’s 
beak helps it eat certain foods. To bring the lesson to 
life, the students created their own nests using paper, 
straw, and glue.



STUDENTS at School No. 2 recently 
celebrated Read Across America by 

reading across America. During a virtual 
cross-country adventure, students traveled 

from west to east, 
visiting a different 
state each day and 
reading books by a 
native-born author. 

While exploring 
works by well-
known writers in 
California, Illinois, 
Tennessee, and West 
Virginia, students 
also learned interest-
ing facts about each 
state and its notable 
landmarks.  

The literary 
journey concluded in 
New Jersey with a 
celebration 

honoring School No. 2’s own young 
authors. As a culminating activity, second-
graders read aloud to kindergarteners. 
They shared nonfiction pieces they had 
written in connection to the social studies 
curriculum and Black History Month. 

“Each day brought a new destination, 
new books, and new opportunities to 
deepen the love of reading,” said Jill 
Castaldo, school principal. 

Featured authors included Jory John, 
Gail Gibbons, Dolly Parton, and Cynthia 
Rylant. 

Read Across America is a nationwide 
celebration of reading held each year in 
March on the birthday of legendary 
children’s author Theodor Geisel, known 
worldwide as Dr. Seuss. RAA is sponsored 
by the National Education Association. 

This school year, third grade students 
at School No. 3 have been exploring 
nature through hands-on lessons from 
Park Ranger Tim Minor of Passaic 
County Park Services. Working both in 
the classroom and outdoors, Minor 
brought the third grade science 
curriculum to life with lessons about 
habitats and the adaptations of plants 
and animals. 

In his March visit, Minor taught 
students how to identify animal activity 
by the evidence they leave behind such 
as tracks, feathers, and fur. The lesson 
culminated in a hands-on activity where 
each student created a plaster cast of an 
animal track to take home. 

Enrollment for pre-K and kindergarten is completed in two steps, 
beginning with an online preregistration. 
 
To begin enrollment for the 2026-27 school year, please follow 
one of these online preregistration links: 
 
Kindergarten preregistration: 
https://tinyurl.com/LittleFallsKreg 
 
Pre-K preregistration: 
https://tinyurl.com/LittleFallsPreK 
 
Kindergarten registrants must attend one of the in-person 
registrations: Wednesday,  April 29 or Wednesday, May 13 
from 9:30 a.m.�12:30 p.m. or 1:30 p.m.�3 p.m.  This is an open 
registration; no appointments will be taken. (You must 
complete the online preregistration before attending.) 
 
Pre-K registrants will be contacted by the registrar to 
complete the process.   

Science comes to life

Pre-K and kindergarten enrollment

Above, Luke Conklin 
and Anna Martin 
dress in country 
clothes for their visit 
to Tennessee, the 
nation�s home of 
country music;  
left, Riley Cool is The 
Cat in the Hat

Emma Wilks shows o� her animal footprint

Reading across America
READINGREADING
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Each day 
brought a new 
destination, 
new books, 
and new 
opportunities 
to deepen the 
love of 
reading.�
Jill Castaldo 
Principal





NATIONAL Rubber Ducky 
Day fueled the imagination of 

School No. 3 students who took 
part in a recent writing challenge 
from Principal Elba Castrovinci. 
The third- and fourth-graders 
were invited to create stories 
about a rubber duck that comes 
alive in school.  

Castrovinci, with a little help 
from her own children, selected 
the best. Fourth-grader Jessica 
Huff was the top teller of tales, 

taking home a large fluorescent 
yellow duck. Briar Brohm’s story 
received an honorable mention. 

An anthology of all the 
submissions was later compiled, 
giving everyone a chance to read 
the imaginative adventures. 

Castrovinci, who regularly 
finds small ways to create school 
energy, also presented small 
rubber ducks to students she saw 
working hard and actively 
participating in class.

Jessica Prawetz and Lindsey Enchelmaier 
School #1

Martha Kochanowski 
School #2

Emily Conti 
School #3

In recognition of National School Counseling Week 2026, the district extends its 
appreciation to its counselors for fostering student excellence, readiness, and 
resilience. National School Counseling Week is an initiative of the American School 
Counselor Association.

Fourth-grader Jessica Hu� shows o� the 
laminated tales and her prize
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Rubber ducks come  
alive at School No. 3

Thank you, counselors
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