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April 13, 2022 

 

Dear Hornet Families, 

 

It has come to my attention that there is some misinformation being shared through Facebook and other social media outlets.  As a result, 

I wanted to take the opportunity to provide accurate information on updated curriculum and what is being taught in the Little Falls 

School District under a few new mandates that began two years ago. 

 

During a public meeting in October, all stakeholders were invited to participate in a curriculum update discussion.  During this 

discussion, Mrs. Dilkes and I reviewed the new mandates as well as the ways Little Falls is complying with the state mandates while 

being understanding of and meeting the needs of our community.  If you were unable to attend that presentation, it can be found here.  

 

The first misconception is that the new LGBTQ+ mandates and new health mandates are interrelated.  Please know that this is not the 

case.  The new LGBTQ+ mandate and Persons with Disabilities mandate was passed in 2020.  There were not many changes that we 

needed to make to our curriculum since we have always and will continue to encourage a safe, welcoming, and inclusive environment 

for all students regardless of race or ethnicity, sexual and gender identity, mental and physical disabilities, and religious beliefs.  As a 

school district, we have a duty to reflect ALL children in our school curriculum, which includes members of the LGBTQ+ community 

and persons with disabilities.  Research has shown that social emotional health is supported when children see themselves reflected in 

the curriculum and literature and that diversity improves outcomes in all areas of life including school and business.  The purpose behind 

this mandate is to teach students tolerance and acceptance. 

 

Simultaneously, new health standards were adopted.  What these standards look like is clearly outlined in the presentation above.  I want 

to be clear in stating that these standards do not include teaching students about masturbation.  When the standards say to teach pregnancy 

and parenting in grades K-2 it looks like – “How does a mom/dad take care of a baby?” or “How does a momma/papa bear take care of 

a cub?”. When the standards say to teach students in grades K-2 the range of ways people express their gender it looks like – “Can girls 

play with Legos?” “Can girls be doctors?” “Can boys be nurses?”. 

 

The changes come mostly in grades 6-8 with the addition of teaching why oral and anal sex are risky behaviors.  If you were present for 

the curriculum talk you would already know that the reason the state made this addition is because teenage pregnancies decreased 

significantly when school districts began teaching about safe sex methods and how to reduce the risk of unintended pregnancy.  What 

did happen, however, was an increase in teenage sexually transmitted infections due to the increase in other risky sexual acts. 

 

It is extremely important to understand that parents CAN opt their children out of sex education classes.  This has always been and 

continues to be the case.  The presentation provided above outlines the process to do so. 

 

I appreciate and understand how alarming these topics can be if taken out of context or when outlandish accusations are being made.  I 

urge you to not believe everything you read on social media and instead contact either Mrs. Dilkes (curriculum coordinator) or me with 

any questions you have now or in the future.  Additionally, for your convenience, all of our curriculum can be found on our website.  

Thank you for your continued support.  I wish you and your families a safe and healthy spring break. 

 

Best, 

 

 

Tracey Marinelli 

Superintendent of Schools 

TM/am 

Tracey Marinelli 
Superintendent of Schools 
973-256-1034 
tmarinelli@lfschools.org 
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